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BASE BALL QUIDR

HISTORY OF THE GAME.
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- ATALDING'S

In 1871, the Boston (!lub was organized, and wan suo-
eem 2l in winning lkcdm-rp{ouhipfnrfoumﬁnrn.
The ,reat popelarity which sow attended the game at home
invited the bope that it nizht be made un international
oge, wnd for the purposu ola
the Eoolish s the Sammer of 1874 the Bostoos,
and Athistie _olPhihddphigmdeaﬁthnglud

The cfforta of the Tengua in this divection have been
thus far pre-caivently surceesiul ; and the year 1878 gives
promise of witn ssing & sesies of contests for the champi-
oolhp,noton!ynflkeminwudngwdudl'mg
naturo, but chiracterized by & freedom from those abuses

these organizations will fuily appreciate the the
li.f:nd “.lnd:hop?ohpndqnb?bohmd

bestewing its ,.a..‘:i'um.:*.w.aﬂ

10 EPALDING'S

CURVED PITCHING.

As curved pitching continnes to be the general style
exhibited, we rl:prodn‘oo the views set forth inthe Guideof
‘78, premising simply that under the changed rules, offec-
tive pitching will require more headwork than ever, all the
::odxﬁm;ou baving been made in the interest ‘:& g:

ter. It is not nooessary to waste space to prove
ball can be made to changs its course to right or left after
baving lelt the pitcher's hand and gone part of tho way
toward the batsman, Any professor can in his m‘:s
prove from the books that the thing is impossible,
maay ball Kl‘:ycu can show him in field that it is not
only possibie but common. The only real question is,
whether the change of direction is instantaneous or grad-
ual—tlat is, whether it is an angle or a curve. The cffect
in the same—that the holl deceives the batsman by coming
ovar, or past, the home-plate a distance from bim which he
cannot, and does mnot, {udgo scourately. For example, if
the ball starts, as the an beli mmm&bim
about whers he would like to have it, he mekes up his mind
to hit atit, and very likely does 50, though the ball, haying
taken a curvo in or out, passes the plate away beyond the
reach of the batsman, or else ®0 near to his ﬁ'umh.
asanot hit it with any if ho touches it at all. Such

el ol v Doyt g Ao ek
or, 7t of enabli ers to
some idea of m.p:m “ twinlgsh’:::'on, zhc fol-
wing cats have been made. 'l‘ho{dm drawn from photo-
graphe taken from lifo. It should be premised that all
curve pitehers do not take the ball in hand alike. One
Eminonl pitcher always scoms to bave the ball in the bol-
w of his hand, no mstter bow he ex to curve it.
Most players, however, hold the ball for each
delivery.
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ﬁolmllhnn&bn&i:uthod used for the in.

curve by Reis, late of

beight of the shoulder and back of
forward, and bringing his hand down even
delivers the bull with his wrist turned well
ohu&noﬂonwhiehunboeon
00 to the “ aracking " of a whip.

Chicago Clu

Hoe closes the



19 EPALDING'S

and allowing it to roll off the fingers to the side.

The second illustration presents the method of delivery
used in the out-curve. It appears more difioult thau

14 SPALDING'S

The abova cut represents the position of A. Da
of this yhar's Chieagos the champion batter of 1578,
He Lis a very steady and easy position, and makes no move to
hit the ball until it is very nearhim, and then throws his whols
force into a short swing,and decisive strike. The wonder{ul

batting success of this yo layer io due to hiis
luini"lns' than any owup < i

ia to have tho ball leave the two fingers last, Tt
" in fact, roill off those fingors, aa one might say,
ond thus %:n motion, which will give it the eurve,
This will be mada enough by taking a ball in the hand
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other, but is much more common in pn_oﬁu. The swing
of the arm is of courss nearl tho same in both cuses;

for the out-carve the ball Jeave the ends of the
lngcnlut,udthnhnmb lbouldbokn_poutof&heny.
By examining the illustration and conceiving of the ball x
hﬁngtbefonﬁnguw.udmidnofnd@hrnodm
opposite to the former oue csn be gotten. It is plain, of
course, that the rotary motion .
henﬂywpodtﬁotb»whiohwnldpmdmthmm
mm'mﬁnddsoshbnolthowotkoflday.ors
vnk,wlmth.m!mnmpiuhing. 1t is doubeful
if one could pame twen pitchers in the country who bave
mdoommﬁd&ho together with power to carve it

very.

BATTING.

While it may be urged that the best u is that

which is the moss natural, for each individunl player, the
beginuer can well study to advantage, the example of rep-

resentative batamen, and we have therefore iven outs

showing the attitade taken by A. Dalrymple, the leading
batter %f 1878; Jumes White who led the country in

1877; Geo ﬁvﬁht,m well known Iate of
the Bammb. A. G. Spalding, (see cover) now re-
tired from active playing.

One of tho firss things nocessary to impro y
who wishes to become a first class batter, is to indaee him
wmtpvpglpaiﬁon 'hinhmhbegzmt;

the fo ustration than by words.
batter in his position at the bat preparatory o re-

ceiving the from the Pitcher, will strike o natural and

easy aititude, and not strain the muscles of his limbe
arms, until the pitcher makes hia first motion to deliver the

ball, and at the moment his bat comes fn contact with the

bdl,huhmldhnobothwphnulﬁmlyonmpmd.
Mum-tgﬂpummuhmpﬁﬂym

BASE BALL GUIDN. i

The sbovo picture gives the sttitude taken by James
White, eaptain of this year's Cincinnati Clab, who’led tha
country in 1877, He stands well tothe rear of bis ground
and takes much more spread, or brace, than is common
or even generully sdvisable for young players. His hold

of the bot aud wholo attitude
hand bat ™ axe, however, models for left-

the ball in this onse must
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The above picturs gives the position taken by
Wright, the nll-knos‘n sbort-stop for many years of t
Boston Club, but wow esptain of the Providenes Olub,
[t will he noticed that be holds himself well _ﬂm, und
is prepared, if necessary, to go = little out of his tracks

after n ball, an well =a to get away from s wildly-pitchod
noe if necessary. )

m.'l'blum effective batting is iu ground or live hit-
ting, us when the ball is elavated in the sir, the chunces
for an out are largely increased; but s bard hit ground or
lina ball reyuires caloulation in stopping, judgmest and
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scourscy in throwing, and skill in holding, and as each
bandling of the ;nn!'ngmn chanco for an error, the con.
sequent advantoge to the balter is made apparent. The
player therefore, who has the muesess of his nine alone iu
view, shoyld not strive to muke those long showy hits,
which occasionally evoke the applause of the audience, but
which 18 o general rule, only are offective, in retiving him
to his seat on the beneb; but should mther endsavor to wo
hit the ball, a5 will eause the Feuut number of errors on
the part of I;i;oppoaen«a ;I:: v is '&m%a?u established
fics, especially amoog o ors, that a felding error on a
hard hit ball, is morgn valuable to the huingngldo than a
perfeet base hit, ivasmuch a8 tho error tends to demoralize
the plsyer making it, and also the wholo fielding nine.

BASE RUNNING,

Following consideration of batting, oatarally  comer
that of bsse running; one of the mast intaresting featnres
in the game; in fact base ball may be eaid to be divided
into three distinet heads, Batting, Fielding and Base-run-
ning, and every yoar tho letter bacomes more and moro

inent 29 an esentid foature of n wuccessful nine.

© requisites of n model base-runrer, are floctness of fnot.

wlerticss, or readiness for action, quicknesa of peroeption

and judgment in drawing the ball from his opponents,
thus inviting errors in the way of wild throws, etc,

The changes in the rules favoring increazed batting
will modify somewhnt the necegsity which has herotofore
exited, of tking dexporate ohances in stealing buses, and
it will be a nice point };r piayers and captains to detoimine
how fir free or daring base ranning will be prudent or
justifiable, s opposed to the policy of waiting to be batted
around.

FIELDING.

Having troated of batting and base-running, the I:u
1d

tive or ym‘u part of the game, wo come now to
which may be looked upon as ita negetive or defonsiva



