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SPALDING'S

While s mojority of the lovers of the game Jook upon

batting and base-

running as the most interesting features

of the conteats, there iy & not inconsiderable class who take

a8 much pleasure in the exhibition of fine fieldin
in the sul

the

irision of base-play, which cousists in confning
efforts of base-runners to minimum results, It is hore

that wind lx: ite most impartant part, end the fine judg-

ment, whi

crines the player to send the ball in hand

W one point rather than snother ; the sharp return of the

ball,

and presence of mind under exciting, trying and eriti-
turns of the game, calls for an admiration from the

l‘x:ﬂa‘;:teg n;hw“;‘i: whiah M{m‘h‘h enthusinsm duuud
Yy ispluy of hard and tell its, or the dashi
apus from -

offorts of base-

runners s they base to base.

THE PLAYER.

The requisites of a model ball-player nre, firet, that which
is neccesary for muking anything & suceoss, namol s & #in-
cere and enrest Jiking for (he mattor in hand, nd, &
spirit of unscifishness or soll-sacyifio which will eause him

0 eschew anything in (ha wa

of intemperance which

wight interfera in the wightess degree with bis being nble

on

ral

for, a conl and plucky tais
all ehould be thas grace o

all occasions to give to the publie his best servioes ; and
third, a club
viduality in
his omp
to expoet of him.

vide which will incline bim to sink his indi-

1 loralty, whicl, if a professional, is due to

or, or it an umatear, his nesociatos have & right

To this disposition must be added, naty.

sbility which the varying demands of the game calis
rament, while accompanyin

notion or mavewent w icg

E‘w'£ onhanocs the beuuty of the at times difficult and

us perfurmances,
CAPTAIN,

With vine such players as above desaribed, there wonld
little wanting to mako further clements neceasary ; but

&8 this would

ba expeoting too muoh, it becomes important

gPALDING'S

POSITIONS,
PLAY IN iferent positions
certain peculisrities in the di ﬁtn:-lo play
pgeahris kind of dwt':}'d carefully study

= o rule, 6l

" Although » good goneral player B SOR 0 bince
the differen
ﬂmhﬂu

tions moderstely W
an :ndividum! of s owR}
each one separately.
mx‘ M

snd we bhave

batting side, an
in the way Jet the
e e b

i or
thoreug

5 les
e

larger
in fayor of the batter a8 hpgfion will dopend, 0 & IE

m&h ’3.:“:&"‘ o::'on his ability, W & batrer,
ex

m;z vh'lnd e -ﬂ‘:ld pitehing are gives i

Ihzthnlbonldboohmuouov
ment develop the hest out of
Su dmozrlfy

eharucterisiics of eagh and from earaful]
and observation b dg. N:u’ o 3 o daty

stroogth of the nine. He
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bo, commanding the
ence and respect of his follov-pl'a ars, can » th {{:ﬁ‘
& materialy ot di

study the individual meriy and

&8 or ineficiency ahould let his eriticisros be ay

free from the spiris of fault-finding na possibla, atudyin
::tbarllovb.nbeglayoftho n!?:soun be ln:pm ig
i

iog on the errory of the past.

gers
eaptain for their nine, but when finaliy decided b
should be given sufficiont authority to c’mblo bim :,pon -

proper obedienca from his layers.

He will undoubtedly make wistakes, but thoss higher in
suthority should be slow to make & change, without walj-

reasons, for let

e = l: gubﬂm:cnu ohmgimiu
saptain ap er e
bucd a4 btor e seson i el o, '*7 P4 10 take

BAGE BALL GUIDR n

CATCHER.

labo-
ion of catober is unquestionably the most
lio?nhofpa:il.m:n aceount of the great number o‘fh° chneu
flerod, and the character of same. To render iuipm:ll
Lg a3 effective 88 poasible, th: mhafe'xh m;::dbx:r w “;g‘ :
accommodute hiwmself to the ideas of the 7, D
lnterf::ihh his efficiency by ex or asking bim “:
itch with ial reference to his own comfort 9:“ x

?oniwee' and when it is reisembered how mucha P‘of:'u
offectiveness depends on the support and utistu:
eatcher, it will be seen how im “W“'Muidn .

The special requirement of the catcher's p e
acourany in throwing to bases; for if the efforts o o

yners aro confined to those bases which have been rea t;
: on hits, only, the chances for reaching the homs pla

greatly reduced,
u‘Inrill a :nudon well worthy the Mh;mdy' J::'
attention, es to how the catcher whould pluy ’3‘. )
oow that the foul bound rule has btnabolnbe&,.m“
T S S e
doso w .

- ”'lpllyvill probably be required to settle the

efinitely.

matter defini
PIRST BASEMAN.

position of firat base is probably tho easiest to ll,
th?::qjorit o? the chancea simply requiring skill l::%l:;
ing thronh&u; 'l;h: oppwt::m for -;n;:neu o
:’m'm -m on an infeld y base runners sttempt
ST e

lay ¢ se Wit 159 4O ]
gmd I: : {xim?i to uso wmmmd: in confining
feots of bad throws to minim
mT;E doing away with the foul bmulduuhmwm l-nlh‘:
inbors of this base some what snd enable bmol.
sssume the additionn! responsibiiities just treated
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SECOND BASEMAN,

Of the several infield positions that of second base is the
most important; as, rded, the chanoo of a Laso-
ruvner holding first base being able to score are y
diminished ; but onco let second base be securely hold and
& shurp baso hit or an outfield error, gonecally lots the base

ey P e S
ing thi oul ability to
the sviftst thrown balls, and hm”?,b. sble o deter-

mine the proper point, to which be in turn must pext
e i v s i

0 L many opportun ng
double ;:‘ya, while the tendency of batters to send the
hall more to the right has incrcused from sesson to season
the number of chances offered for noseptancs,

THIRD BASEMAN,

While third beso xn:l not be regarded s im t a8
second, yet the dutics of the position are hardly less ardu.
ous, or difficult ; errors when made by this baseman are

enll{ofalariouehmhr,upunﬂy when the base

hald by a baserunoer, who is thus given an opportunity
to woore, the great desideratum of one-balf of the gawme.

The dificulty of the position comes from the nature of
the chanoes given ; the balls coming hot and sharp from
the bat, while the distanee to first base requires in throw-
ing wore than ordina wounx.

third baseman has also the care of the foul tarritory

in his neighborhood, in guarding which he should never
lose sight of the privilege the oocupant of » base has of
raoning on & foul catch,

SHORT STOP.

‘While the short stop is relieved from the care of
s base bag exoept when left-handed batters ocoupy the
bome plate, he has the duty imposed of guurding any that
may be left temporarily uocovered by the regular baseman,

- SPALDIRG'S
is hooesty above
be sa & playen, his s
i vy 23 1% L e, 2
there secms t0 be req ik ‘il.h..

tas which is rare to be A

Yly independent a0 decided, ~
uimnfnmdy %o re_veneo “mm given ha
e mi'-p?“.’hl::":&u‘d commond the respeat 0

h'*md:d‘h

:Zb.ﬁﬂ.of:;:h!- feature of the p:no.
CLUB UKIFOBH‘; S——
sonrns EAI a
L o{;n\on ?:::g g:;::. :nd that _du asthetic

matter ¢ oo , Lon-
T the audienoes have & FIglt 10 O SO0 gy

e aently all fl4itog, W‘“ﬂﬁm s well a6 the

tames should bo 1 psidered, and entrt §
rake, should be carefoly SO0 (ol copventont, ey
care of com aniform is plain white relie d o

?‘hn"‘gli:t‘e!:;or, cho (ndividuality of the club being

wome S0 Tk SCORE.
hun tho seors. s

ount u
t‘v'nh:e?o“d it importaut to poss

ve abilitics of ployer the coBeern
Loy . ;i:x' a.';i. whe awsy
[ their efforts inter

gecuring ; second, 3t
\aken in the performances of profess

from home, whicl: inady the reporit ©

2 tor vi-
of ihe e CXt e T dmpe
which.

d runa u system . } ipoy-
record of onts 89 o nnih:::‘;(:::e‘:n’ prolved

e ——————————————— et sp—
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and of backing up all the infield positions. He should
aleo, when pecossary, assist the outfield in returning the
ball to the dismond—in fuct, hes the joint duties ond
labors of the in and out fielder. Thia pasition offers a
greater opportunity for a player to display head work or
Judgment in b“’.ms‘:’ buss and sving wild throws than
sny other place in the field, and a player, to 6l thiy posi-
tion to the highost perfection, should allow the mind to
&m importact part. With oze or mors men on the
, it i almost impossible for m ball to be hit withoat
some intelligent and prompt movement being required of
the short stop in the way of backivg up, and we would
:IE all players who would sucoeed in Lhis position to
ko & study of this feature. The high reputation
enjoyed by some of the leading short stopa of the country
illustrates how important the position is when conscien.
tiously played, and their nssiduous efforta in going for balls
that sesm out of reach can well be imitnted overy
player who wishes to be estoemed for faithful and reliable

& FIELDERS,

e roquisites for an outfielder are, a tmined faculty
Judgment which will erable him to gruge ocorrectly u:
velocity and direction of the ball when raised in the air,
expertoess in boldicg the ball when it has coms into his

bands, and the sbility to send it and sccuratel
that point which lho’ ticalay m!:uf’l.bo mn’k=
important and d e. The player shonld also efectually

back up the bases, and astively co-operate with b

felders in gotting 't_lu ball in )xny as p.:; T rouibl.o. o

Should the coming season witness the fine display of

batting ::gn;pc;:!‘. the p!a{i of q‘l:o :u‘tﬂdd :ﬂl increase in
mporiaoce, and we o toexhibiti

of thoss fire running catehes and ldm!u:;'k lo:fg :;!E::

which used to cocar so frequently in the esrlier days of the

game,
THE UMPIRE.

One of the neceseary adjuncts of tha game, and yet th
wost difficult to obtain in perfection is agood mpm,’lkﬂl‘:
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esting; and third, by the e which obtains
many {ntarosted wit:,e-lu 5 pnsecving a full and d:m
record of the game as It progreases.

These considerstions gud the League to take official
izanco of the matter, apd the ddniﬁou,n%du.
iestroctions governing the proper acoring of

will be found Rule VIIL of the nl-ﬁm
elsowhere, In 1877 Momre. A. G. Spal & B
of Chicago, published a system invented

third of the symbals of the old systems, and can be learned
perfeulying: The leadin w..mmmm.
ﬁanofldcto;l < ivelnitt"d t valus, the
whole in 8o simple that 1t i approved as soon a8 seen,
On the next page nppeors an engraving of a section of »
page of the new system:
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fections of Sfpalding’s Kew Devign Score bBook. HOW TO LAY OUT A BALL FIELD,

The dimersions of & ball feld are sufficiently settled by
the rules a8 fur as the infield is concerned, and it becomes
an easy matter to luy one out if the following simple direo-
:iioumbuovd: Bﬁunﬁhﬁﬁom?&m

nety fect from e e grow ¥

=4 other direction than West. Having tuken
irootion of second bass, mensure 127 fies four
direction, and you will have second base.
fest in length and ancertain its mid-
ono end st hows nud another at
extend it to the right; the middle will be
first base; then oxtend to the Jef), and
t will be where third buse should be. Mot
id out with roference to getting the smoothest
ions for an inf OF course turf is
t not at all necessury, and i is cortain that even
l’l‘_‘mmi more favorable to scientifio displays
tu

PLAYERS' AVERAGES.
In presenting the averages of the League and non-
&y‘mmw’, we hng:. been ﬂg.:\'m :{nth&am

purposes of com n 5 the

should have been ex u’&. skill und fincsso ’::"3
same pitchars, whils in fielding the positions vary so much
as w0 the diffculties attending :uh that the m‘ill of one
can atisfactorily be compared with another
who huyhyh the sama positicn. In the cass of the
League we huve the neccssaty datu, all the figures having
been farnished by its seoretary, N. B. Young, whase tables
the previous years of 1877 and 1876 have also been
oo ve But in the case of vop-
clubs, while we have bmublutog:tthe offiois]
in most cases, in others we have had to depond

roports, which, while probubly sufficiently cor-
ull pructical purposes, are moro of a local than
iotorest. Whare a player’s record of wovo than
has been given, wo bave taken thot ove in

engaged the greatest number of games.
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OFFICIAL AVEBAGES OF LEAGUE PLAYREs FoR 1B78,
1877, 1876. )
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OFFICIAL AVERAGES OF LEAGUE FLAYEBS ron 1878,
1877, 1876.
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